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LITERARY NOTES.

AT this time it may not be inappropriate to mention that
the address delivered to the students of the medical
school of the Middlesex Hospital at the opening of the
winter session last year by Mr. Rudyard Kipling has been
reprinted by Macmillan and Co., and is sold for the benefit
'of the hospital. It contains a preface by Mr. Reginald
Lucas, member of the Board of Management, who gives a
short history of the hospital, and especially of the Cancer
Charity connected therewith, with its research laboratory.
Some of the many remedies that have at various times
'been suggested for cancer are mentioned. Among these
-is Guy's caustic, which is said to have killed Lord
Bolingbroke, who, as is known, was afflicted with what was
probably a rodent ulcer of the face. We hear further of Lord
Arundel's cancer cure, described as a compound invented by
the illiterate wife of a blacksmith. An unkind commentator
observes that this cancer curer " no doubt . . . killed a
number of poor women." An American practitioner, Dr.
Fell, was permitted to make a series of experiments in
1857, but nothing seems to have come of them. Arnott's
freezing system, which was tried about the same time,
though it seemed to offer some hope of good results,
soon followed Fell's method into oblivion. The substance
of Mr. Kipling's address was published in the JOURNAL last
year, and therefore we need say nothing more about it
than that it displays the well-known qualities of his style
in their raciest form. We may, however, be allowed to
recall some of his obiter dicta, as they may rank among
what Carlyle would have called " eternal verities."
All experienced practitioners will doubtless agree with
the doctor who told him that all patients are pheno-
menal liars where their own symptoms are concerned.
Mr. Kipling asked his audience if they were aware of
any change in public opinion which would allow them
not to attend a patient even when they knew that the
man never meant to pay them. The answer to this is
-still in the negative, and coroners and journalists can
always play to the gallery on this point with the cer-
-tainty of bringing down the house, especially that con-
-siderable part of it that gets in with " paper." The part
of " vicarious philanthropist" will doubtless continue to be
thrust on the unfortunate doctor by men who would reject
with just scorn any proposition that they should sell
their own work or wares for nothing. Touching on the
question of hospital abuse, Mr. Kipling asked his hearers
if they had heard any outcry against those people who
are perfectly able to pay for medical attention and surgical
appliances, and yet cadge round the hospitals for free
advice, a cork leg, or a glass eye. Here, again, the answer
must still be No, and will, it may be prophesied with con-
fidence, continue to be so for a long time to come. Mr.
Kipling's remarks on the attacks made by fanatics on
experimental research are worth quoting in full:

You have been exposed-you always will be exposed-to the
attacks of those persons who consider their own undisciplined
emotions more important than the world's most bitter agonies
--the people who would limit and cripple and hamper research
because they fear that research may be accompanied by a little
'pain and suffering. But you have heard this afternoon a little
of the history of your profession. You will find that such
people have been with you-or, rather, against you-from the
very beginning; ever since, I should say, the earliest Egyptians
erected images in honour of cats and dogs on the banks of the
Nile. Yet your work goes on, and will go on.

One of these people is Mr. Stephen Coleridge, who has
for some time dropped the title of " Honorary " Secretary
of the National Antivivisection Society, on which he was
wont to insist, and is now described as " Director and
Treasurer." Does this mean that he has been content to
exchange the empty title of " Honorary " for a solid hono-
rarium? We do not know if this be so, and in any case
the matter concerns only himself and his society. Like
Verges, he will be talking, but the general public knows
by this time how to estimate at its true value the tedious-
ness which-by way, we suppose, of justifying his
existence-he bestows upon it so copiously. He is fond
of quoting condemnations of vivisection by men who
knew, if that be possible, less of the subject at first hand
than himself. He has lately unearthed from the Idler
an utterance of Sapnuel Johnson in which he treats
experimenters as he did the " Whig dogs " in his reports
of the Parliament of Lilliput, where he took care to let

them have the worst of it. The paper quoted was written
in 1758. The following later deliverance of the great
moralist may perhaps interest Mr. Coleridge. It occurs in
Boswell's Life, under the date 1784, the year of Johnson's
death:

I told him (says Miss Seward) in one of my latest visits to
him, of a wonderful learned pig, which I had seen at Notting-
ham; and which did all that we have observed exhibited by
dogs and horses. The subject amused him. " Then" (said he),
" the pigs are a race unjustly calumniated. Pig has, it seems,
not been wanting to man, but man to pig. We do not allow time
for his education; we kill him at a year old." Mr. Henry
White, who was present, observed that if this instance had
happened in or before Pope's time he would not have been
justified in instancing the swine as the lowest degree of
grovelling instinct.
Dr. Johnson seemed pleased with the observation, while the

person who made it proceeded to remark that great torture
must have been employed ere the indocility of the animal
could have been subdued. "Certainly," said the doctor; "but,"
turning to me, "how old is your pig?" I told him three years
old. " Then," said he, " the pig has no cause to complain; he
would have been killed the first year if he had not been
educated, and protracted existence is a good recompense for a
very considerable degree of torture."

" Torture," it may be noted, is the word Mr. Coleridge is
so fond of applying to painless experiments which are
often the means of giving a number of animals a
"protracted existence." It may safely be assumed that
a man of Johnson's strong sense would not have written
such a passage as that quoted from the Idler were he
alive now. It is as disingenuous to quote his words as
bearing on vivisection at the present day as it would
be to quote the details of an execution in the days of
Henry VIII as applicable to our own time.

In the Section of Anthropology of the British Associa-
tion this year Miss A. C. Breton said that the different
race types in the ancient sculptures and paintings found in
Mexico and Central America formed an important anthro.
pological study. An enormous mass of material, evidently
of many periods, had been collected. It included sculpture,
archaic stone statuettes, the portrait statues and reliefs at
Chichen Itza, the Palenque reliefs and the series of mag-
nificent stelae and lintels at Piedras Negras, Yaxchilan,
Naranjo, Copan, Quirigua, etc. In terra-cotta or clay there
were the hundreds of thousands of small portrait heads and
figurines found at Teotihuacan, Otumba, the neighbour-
hood of Toluca, and other ancient sites. Larger clay
figures had been found in quantities in tombs, as in the
States of Jalisco and Oaxaca; these were made as offerings,
instead of the sacrifice at a chief's burial of his wives and
servants. Small jadeite heads and figures, also found
in tombs, showed strongly marked types. There were
few specimens in gold, because throughout the
country the Spaniards ransacked the tombs for gold.
In painting there were the picture manuscripts, the
frescoes at Chichen Itza, Chacmultun, and Teotihuacan,
and a number of vases with figures from Guatemala
and British Honduras. Among distinctive types
were: The chiefs in the reliefs at Xochicales, who sat
cross-legged; the little shaven clay heads at Teotihuacan;
the tall, wellbuilt priests, with protruding lower lip, of the
Palenque reliefs; the fifteen caryatid statues in feather
mantles, of the Upper Temple of the Tigers, at Chichen
Itza; and the sixteen stern warriors carved at its doors,
these last similar in type to some of the modern Indians
of the villages near Tlaxcala. There were portraits of the
Mexican kings on the border of a picture map which
represented the western quarter of Tenochtitlan, and of
the householders in that part of the city. Of female types
there were the painted clay figures of Jalises with com.
pressed heads. Some of them had short, broad figures,
others were slender. Both types still survived. The
queenly woman in Codex Nuttall-Zouche, and the women-
chiefs of the Guatemalan stelae belonged to a different
caste from the obviously inferior women on those selae,
fattened in preparation for sacrifice. Herr T. Maler?s
most recent explorations on the borders of Guatemala had
given magnificent results in the finding of thirty-seven
stelae at Piedras Negras, and at Yaxchilan twenty stelae
and forty-six sculptured lintels. The superb figures of
warriors and priests indicated a race of men of tall, slender
stature and oval face, with large aquiline nose, whilst the
captives appeared to be of a different race.
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